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Synopsis

Two sets of twins are separated at birth by a storm at sea: a pair of masters (both named
Antipholus) and a pair of servants (both named Dromio). Years later, the Antipholus-and- Dromio
pair raised in Syracuse happen to visit Ephesus, where the respective twins reside a ” providing the
basis for ongoing incidents of mistaken identity, within a lively plot of quarrels, arrests, and a grand
courtroom denouement.Based on a pair of comic dramas from ancient Rome, The Comedy of
Errors presents a spectacle of pure farce in the spirit of utmost fun and & ” as the title suggests &~
hilarious confusion. One of Shakespeare’s earliest dramatic efforts, the play abounds in his
trademark conceits, puns, and other forms of fanciful wordplay. It also foreshadows his later and

greatest comedies, offering students and scholars a valuable key to the playwright’s development.

Book Information

Series: Dover Thrift Editions

Paperback: 64 pages

Publisher: Dover Publications (September 19, 2002)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0486424618

ISBN-13: 978-0486424613

Product Dimensions: 4.8 x 0.3 x 7.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.4 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (8 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #522,596 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #171 inA Books > Literature &
Fiction > Dramas & Plays > Comedy #518 inA Books > Humor & Entertainment > Humor >

Comedy #790 inA Books > Literature & Fiction > British & Irish > Shakespeare > Works

Customer Reviews

Identical twins have only one purpose in movies and plays: to cause mass confusion when people
mix them up.So the mayhem is doubled in "The Comedy of Errors," which has not one but TWO
sets of identical twins who are totally unaware of each other’s existence. Shakespeare’s adaptation
of a Plautus play is basically non-stop wackiness and slapstick, without much plot besides the two
Antipholuses and the two Dromios constantly being mistaken (and sometimes mistaking each other)
for their twin brothers. The Syracusan merchant Egeon is condemned to death in Ephesus for
entering the city, for... some reason that's never very well explained. He can only be saved if he

pays one thousand marks within one day. So he tells the Ephesian Duke his tale of woe -- his wide



Aemilia gave birth to identical twin boys, on the same day a poor woman also produced identical
twin boys to be their slaves. But then his wife, one baby and one slave baby were lost in a
shipwreck, leaving Egeon with the other twins. Now Antipholus has gone out in search of his lost
twin, accompanied by his slave Dromio.Got that? It's pretty much the setup for the whole plot.
Here’s the problem: the missing twins are actually in Ephesus, and are also named Antipholus and
Dromio. Even better, neither of them has any weight, scars, haircuts or fashion eccentricities that
keep them from being mistaken for each other. What wackiness!So when Dromio (Ephesus)
mistakes Antipholus (Syracuse) for his master, he ends up getting his butt kicked -- and even worse,
Antipholus’ (Ephesus) wife Adriana mistakes Antipholus (Syracuse) for her husband and thinks he’s
cheating on her. But her unknown brother-in-law-mistaken-for-her-husband instead falls in love with

her sister.
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